St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church

Pastor: Fr. Robert Jager ~ Deacon: Fr. Deacon Jeffrey Martin

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN THE WHOLE WORLD
We thank You, Master and Lover of mankind, King of the ages and giver of all good things, for destroying the
dividing wall of enmity and granting peace to those who seek your mercy. We appeal to You to awaken the longing
for a peaceful life in all those who are filled with hatred for their neighbors, thinking especially of those at war or
preparing for war. Grant peace to your servants. Implant in them the fear of You and confirm in them love one for
another. Extinguish every dispute and banish all temptations to disagreement. For You are our peace and to You we
ascribe glory: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

October 26, 2025
Confessions: one hour before liturgy or by appointment

Liturgical Schedule Intention
Sun  Oct 26 9:30am Rosary & Akathist
10:00am Divine Liturgy For the faithful
12:00pm Ge'ez Divine Liturgy
Wed Oct 29 8:50am Akathist
9:00am Divine Liturgy
Thu  Oct 30 5:50pm Akathist
6:00pm Divine Liturgy
Fri Oct 31 5:50pm Akathist
6:00pm Divine Liturgy
Sat Nov 1 6:00pm Vespers
Sun  Nov?2 9:30am 3" Hour
10:00am Divine Liturgy For the faithful

12:00pm Ge'ez Divine Liturgy

Readings for the week of October 26, 2025

Epistle Gospel
Sun  Oct 26 Gal 1:11-19 Luke 16:19-31
Mon Oct 27 Phil  4:10-23 Luke 10:22-35
Tue Oct?28 Col 1:1-2 & 7-11 Luke 11:1-10
Wed Oct 29 Col 1:18-23 Luke 11:9-13
Thu  Oct 30 Col 1:24-29 Luke 11:14-23
Fri Oct 31 Col 2:1-7 Luke 11:23-26
Sat Nov 1 2 Cor 3:12-18 Luke 8:16-21
Sun  Nov 2 Gal 2:16-20 Luke 8:26-39
5858 Cleveland Ave., Columbus, OH 43231
Office Phone: 614-882-7578 Office Email: stjiohnbyz@hotmail.com
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To schedule an event, send an email to eventstjohn@outlook.com allow 24-48 hours for reply
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Parish Activities

Sun  Oct 26 11:15am Parish Social; ECF
11:20am Adult Education
2:00pm Ge'ez social

Thu  Oct 30 10:00am Pirohi making

Fri Oct 31 10:00am Pirohi making

Sat Nov 1 10:00am Roll Baking

Sun  Nov?2 11:15am Trunk or Treat (no ECF Classes)
2:00pm Ge'ez social

AT ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

ROSARY FOR LIFE AFTER TODAY'’S LITURGY. We will process out and pray the Rosary on Cleveland Ave before
our Church. The Ge'ez community is joining us as well. Social after the Rosary.

COATS FOR KIDS -The Knights of Columbus Councils are collecting new or gently used

CQA'S coats for children, sizes toddler through teen, through the end of November. Please drop off the

@. de coats in front of the St. Tabitha Icon in the church vestibule at any time. One of the Knights will
D collect them every Sunday. We are very grateful for any donations. Thank you!

GCU 2025 Holiday Food Bank Donations - In keeping with a key point of the GCU Mission Statement-
"Strengthening Communities”, GCU will once again be sponsoring our Holiday Food Bank Donation Program. We
are asking parishes that participate to have a collection during the month of October. Money collected by your
parish will be matched up to $500. The GCU check, made payable to the Food Bank, will be sent to you to make an
in-person presentation to your local food bank along with the parish's collection, in time for the upcoming holiday
season.

To that end, we are asking those parishioners willing to contribute, make your checks out to St. John Chrysostom
and put W.A.R.M. on the memo line. We need to have all donations in to us by November 9™

TRUNK OR TREAT - CELEBRATION OF SAINTS EVENT will be next Sunday, November 2", Please 4
bring candy for your trunk (or to donate if you cannot stay) and dress up as a saint. (There are
no classes on this Sunday) Adults and children are invited to attend Divine Liturgy dressed as their saint. § i P
Children will "Trunk or Treat" from car to car with their parents. We encourage adults and children to
guess who is which saint. If you are decorating your trunk or just participating in handing out candy - please park
in front of the Parish Hall and rectory.

BisHOP ROBERT VIsIT— NOVEMBER 15™ & 16™ - Bishop Robert Pipta is visiting St. John Chrysostom on Saturday
and Sunday, November 15% and 16™. Saturday, he will celebrate Vespers and then hold an Open Forum to answer
parishioner questions. Sunday, he will celebrate a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

We will have an informal luncheon following the liturgy. St. John will provide the main dish, bread and beverages.
We ask parishioners with last names beginning with A-L to bring desserts and those with last names beginning with
M-Z to bring side dishes/salads.

December 13 is our 21t Christmas Cookie Sale. This is our big fundraiser!
EVERYONE'S HELP IS NEEDED

We need bakers of cookies and other goodies to sell, people to help make pirohi; nut and poppyseed rolls;
baklava; to help set-up and break down the hall and work the sale.




Lisa Sulich is the Sale Coordinator, will try to contact everyone regarding the sale and how you can help with
baking or volunteering. If you have any questions, want to volunteer, and Lisa has not yet contacted you, please
contact her directly; you may email her at lisa.sulich@gmail.com. You may also call (614-882-7578) or email the
church office (stjohnbyz@hotmail.com) and your inquiries will be forwarded to Lisa.

There are flyers on the table in the church vestibule available for you to take and distribute. If you take orders for
your neighbors or fellow employees, please contact the office and Teresa will email you an order form.

Using Hall Kitchen to bake for Cookie Sale

We offer the use of the parish hall kitchen for those who may need to use the bigger space to bake items for this
year's Cookie Sale. Please use the following reservation procedure: send an email to eventstjohn@outlook.com to
schedule the date(s) and times that you need. Allow 24-48 hours for a response. THIS IS THE ONLY WAY TO
RESERVE TIME IN THE HALL.

ONLINE AND PHONE ORDERING will “go live” tomorrow, October 27". Get your orders in early as product
quantity is limited.

FROM THE EPARCHY OF PARMA

VOCATIONS ICON - Jesus encourages us to ask the Father to send workers for the harvest is truly great, but the
laborers are few. (Lk 10:2) Our prayers are essential! Each parish received the Vocation Icon that will be visiting our
families. In our homes we gather for prayer for vocation guided by the accompanying booklet. Through simple but
fervent prayers we ask for new vocations and at the same time we plant seeds of God's grace in our hearts. Fasting
and prayer enable us to make room for the Lord in our lives by cultivating softened and fertile hearts ready to receive
the Master. Praying with our sisters and brothers in Christ enable us to hear the Lord's call more clearly and to respond
eagerly, courageously, sacrificially, authentically, and humbly.

Each family is encouraged to sign up for a weeklong prayer chain, using the booklets. Every Sunday there will be
a beautiful little ritual of handing over the icon to the next family. Sign up online using the following link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EAAAC28A6FBC70-59910986-weekly

Catechesis on Prayer
Prayer of the Psalms ()

As we read the Bible, we continually come across prayers of various types. But we also find a book made up solely
of prayers, a book that has become the native land, gymnasium and home of countless men and women of prayer.
It is the Book of Psalms. There are 150 Psalms to pray. The Catechism affirms that every Psalm “possesses such direct
simplicity that it can be prayed in truth by men of all times and conditions” (ccc, 2588). As we read and reread the
Psalms, we learn the language of prayer. God the Father, indeed, with his Spirit, inspired them in the heart of King
David and others who prayed, in order to teach every man and woman how to praise him, how to thank him and
supplicate him; how to invoke him in joy and in suffering, and how to recount the wonders of his works and of his
Law. In short, the Psalms are the Word of God that we human beings use to speak with him. In this book we do not
encounter ethereal people, abstract people, those who confuse prayer with an aesthetic or alienating experience.
The Psalms are not texts created on paper; they are invocations, often dramatic, that spring from lived existence. To
pray them it is enough for us to be what we are. We must not forget that to pray well we must pray as we are,
without embellishment. One must not embellish the soul to pray. “Lord, | am like this”, and go in front of the Lord
as we are, with the good things and also with the bad things that no one knows about, but that we inwardly know.
In the Psalms we hear the voices of men and women of prayer in flesh and blood, whose life, like that of us all, is
fraught with problems, hardships and uncertainties. The Psalmist does not radically contest this suffering: he knows
that it is part of living. In the Psalms, however, suffering is transformed into a question. From suffering to questioning.
And among the many questions, there is one that remains suspended, like an incessant cry that runs throughout
the entire book from beginning to end. A question that we repeat many times: "Until when, Lord? Until when?” Every
suffering calls for liberation, every tear calls for consolation, every wound awaits healing, every slander a sentence
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of absolution. “Until when, Lord, will | have to suffer this? Listen to me, Lord!” How many times we have prayed like
this, with “Until when?”, enough now, Lord! By constantly asking such questions, the Psalms teach us not to get
used to pain, and remind us that life is not saved unless it is healed. The existence of each human being is but a
breath, his or her story is fleeting, but the prayerful know that they are precious in the eyes of God, and so it makes
sense to cry out. And this is important. When we pray, we do so because we know we are precious in God’s eyes.
It is the grace of the Holy Spirit that, from within, inspires in us this awareness: of being precious in the eyes of
God. And this is why we are moved to pray. The prayer of the Psalms is the testimony of this cry: a multiple cry,
because in life suffering takes a thousand forms, and takes the name of sickness, hatred, war, persecution, distrust...
Until the supreme “scandal”, that of death. Death appears in the Psalter as man’s most unreasonable enemy: what
crime deserves such cruel punishment, which involves annihilation and the end? The prayer of the Psalms asks God
to intervene where all human efforts are in vain. That is why prayer, in and of itself, is the way of salvation and the
beginning of salvation. Everyone suffers in this world: whether they believe in God or reject Him. But in the Psalter,
pain becomes a relationship, rapport: a cry for help waiting to intercept a listening ear. It cannot remain
meaningless, without purpose. Even the pains we suffer cannot be merely specific cases of a universal law: they are
always “my” tears,. Think about this: tears are not universal, they are “my” tears. Everyone has their own. "My" tears
and "my” pain drive me to go ahead in prayer. They are “my” tears, that no one has ever shed before me. Yes, many
have wept, many. But “my” tears are mine, "My” pain is my own, “my” suffering is my own. Before entering the Hall,
| met the parents of that priest of the diocese of Como who was killed: he was killed precisely in his service of
helping. The tears of those parents are “their” own tears, and each of them knows how much he or she has suffered
in seeing this son who gave his life in service to the poor. When we want to console somebody, we cannot find the
words. Why? Because we cannot arrive at his or her pain, because “their” suffering is “their” own, his tears are his
own. The same is true of us: the tears, “my” suffering is mine, the tears are “mine” , the tears are mine, and with
these tears, with this suffering | turn to the Lord. All human suffering is sacred to God. So prays the prayer of Psalm
56: “Thou hast kept count of my tossings; put thou my tears in thy bottle! Are they not in thy book?” (v. 8). Before
God we are not strangers, or numbers. We are faces and hearts, known one by one, by name. In the Psalms, the
believer finds an answer. He knows that even if all human doors were barred, God's door is open. Even if the whole
world had issued a verdict of condemnation, there is salvation in God. “The Lord listens”: sometimes in prayer it is
enough to know this. Problems are not always solved. Those who pray are not deluded: they know that many
questions of life down here remain unresolved, with no way out; suffering will accompany us and, after one battle,
others will await us. But if we are listened to, everything becomes more bearable. | will tell you something: it is
good for me, in difficult moments, to think of Jesus weeping; when He wept looking at Jerusalem, when He wept
before Lazarus' tomb. God has wept for me, God weeps, He weeps over our suffering. Because God wanted to
make Himself man - a spiritual writer used to say - in order to be able to weep. To think that Jesus weeps with me
in suffering is a consolation: it helps us to keep going. If we maintain our relationship with Him, life does not spare
us suffering, but it opens up to a great horizon of goodness and set out towards its fulfillment. Take courage,
persevere in prayer. Jesus is always by our side.

Pope Francis, 10/14/2020

JOIN OUR PARISH’S “BAND” GROUP! This is a group page for parishioners and regular
attendees to grow in faith, build meaningful connections and deepen our Byzantine Catholic
faith. Stay up-to-date on liturgies, feast days and parish events while sharing prayer intentions
and encouragement with fellow parishioners. You can go online to https://www.band.us/en or
scan the QR code to download and join.
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Prayer to Saint Charbel Makhlouf
Lord, infinitely Holy and Glorified in Your Saints, You have inspired Charbel, the saint monk, to lead the perfect
life of a hermit. We thank You for granting him the blessing and the strength to detach himself from the world
so that the heroism of the monastic virtues of poverty, obedience, and chastity, could triumph in his hermitage.

For the sick in our parish families, please remember in your prayers:
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We beseech You to grant us the grace of loving and serving You, following his example. Almighty God, Who
has manifested the power of St. Charbel's intercession through his countless miracles and favours, grant us...
(State your intention(s) here...) through his intercession. Amen.
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Pregnancy Support Resources

Pregnancy Decision Health Center: 614-444-4411
Birthright: 614-221-0844
Mommies Matter: 614-723-9308
Option Line: https://optionline.org/
Women'’s Care Center: 614-251-0200
Stowe Mission, Columbus: 614-445-8400
Pregnancy Resources of Delaware County: 740-417-9358

1-800-712-4357




